WORLD ENVRIONMENTAL DAY CELEBRATIONS

At Idodi Primary school 

On the 5th of June 2008 we staged an event at Idodi Primary school to celebrate world environmental day.  This year Mr. Mwangosi, who is Idodi Wards education officer, arranged the event for us.  The day started at 11.00am with the guests of honor being shown around the Idodi Schools tree nursery. (The nursery was started by us some years ago and continues to do well). 
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We then trooped along to our seats at the ‘official’ table were we were entertained for many hours by the seven different Primary schools in the area. The schools participating were Idodi, Kitanewa, Kitisi, Tungamalenga, Mauninga,  Makifu and Msembe.
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 Each school did a variety of songs or a short play.
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Makifu School singing for us.
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Idodi  school doing a play, the actors are behind at the desk dressed up. They were enacting local politics in the environmental scene, it was very funny as the names of the people they were pretending to be were known to everyone. 
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Msembe School singing for us.  Incidentally Msembe is the primary school inside Ruaha Park for the Rangers children. It was very noticeable that all the young students from this school had new uniforms, ties and proper shoes. I presume it is because the parents of these children all have well paid jobs. 
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Kitanewa School did a cultural piece, a Maasai song telling us of the importance of the environment.
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It was a very colourful event and much enjoyed by everyone.  I noticed all the children in the audience craning their necks to get a better view of it.  
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Tungamalenga School concentrating on their piece.

All the songs were specially written by the students for this event, the songs highlighted environmental issues, some sang about all the different National parks in Tanzania, Kitanewa also did a play in English, which was the first time  I have ever heard this being attempted, they started off really well but unfortunately stage fright got the best of them and it fizzled out a bit at the end, however it was a very brave and well thought out effort.
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The lead singer of Mauninga School doing her solo bit.

We had invited Leo and Maneno,   two lads who are experts on birds of Tanzania to come and give a talk to the gathering. These lads are part of Neil and Liz Bakers birding team who work all over Tanzania gathering information about bird distribution for the Tanzania Bird Atlas, doing bird surveys, etc.  Leo gave a great speech, he has a natural talent for making kids interested, we will invite them back later on this year to go to each school. This was also an ideal opportunity to give out copies of their new bird book in Kiswahili.  It is full of colour photos and information on the importance of Tanzanias’ birds. We gave 4 copies to each school.  This is the first book on birds to be written in Kiswahili. Neil and Liz’s aim is to get it out to as many schools in Tanzania as possible. 
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Leo giving his talk on birds.  
We also gave prizes to the best kept environmentally friendly school. We asked Leo and Maneno to do the judging of the schools so they came down the day before and went around all 7 schools.

The winners were, Kitanewa first, Idodi second, and Tungamalenga third. We were also pleased to see that Friends of Ruaha were also present at this event. They also gave prizes to these schools.  You will see the prizes stashed up in front of the official table at the beginning of this update.
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Dr Dulle gave a good speech on the importance of conservation, the need for initiatives in the area and the importance of education. We also gave prizes to the top three academic students in standard 7, in each school. Standard 7 is the top grade in primary school, next year some of these students will progress to the Idodi Secondary school.  We gave each winner a book, a geometry set, exercise books and pens.  Plus, all 21 students will go for an overnight stay in Ruaha Park.  When Dr Dulle announced this extra treat you could hear the children sucking in their breath in excitement! This is the very first time children have been given prizes for academic achievements in this area.
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Some of the children watching the event, they were enthralled by it all.
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The elders came to listen too.
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Getting ready to give out the prizes.

The entertainment, prize giving and speeches ended at 4.00pm! It had been a long, hot day but thoroughly enjoyable, lunch was then served for all 500 participants. I actually left at this point as I had a very long drive home, but it was obvious to see that it had been a great day enjoyed by all, particularly the children.
We thank Harry Vlek and Ans de Winter for funding this wonderful event.  I also would like to thank Ruaha National Park for the loan of their lorry in transporting the children to the event.  However, we paid for the fuel used. 
